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Dear Readers, 

Christ Episcopal Church is a church that is both 
within and dedicated to the surrounding      
community—a place where all are welcome. 
We believe in forming relationships, embracing 
spiritual disciplines, and pursuing our missions.  
These include outreach, service to others,     
hospitality, celebrating joy, music, fellowship, 
inclusion, and companionship.  On a deeper  
level, our mission is to teach, learn, share, build, 
seek, and grow as one community. Through this 
magazine, we are sending an open invitation to 
people and communities who want to             
experience growth and reflect on the concept of 
Unity in their lives. In this edition, we make the 
call: “For us to grow as a community, we need 
to make one: Unity.” 
 
We have heard people say: “Unity makes us 
strong and can bring Growth to our            
communities.”  A quote from the book of      
Ecclesiastes: “Again, I saw something       
meaningless under the sun: There was a man all 
alone; he had neither son nor a brother, and 
friends. There was no end to his toil, yet his 
eyes were not content with his wealth. ‘For 
whom am I toiling,’ he asked, ‘and why am I 
depriving myself of enjoyment?’ This too is 
meaningless, a miserable business! Two are 
better than one because they have a good return 
for their labor: If either of them falls down, one 
can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls 
and has no one to help them up. Also, if two 
lie down together, they will keep warm. But 
how can one keep warm alone? Though one 
may be overpowered, two can defend         
themselves. A cord of three strands is not   
quickly broken.”  
(Ecclesiastes 4: 7-12)  
 
Unity is that property by which a being cannot 
be divided into smaller pieces without losing 
some of its essences or being destroyed in the 
process. The idea of unity comes precisely from 
the term one, that is, a single thing, a single   
element. For example, the unity of matter is  
present when different parts come together to 
become something superior or more complex. 
In mathematics, the concept of Unity is        
represented by the number one and is the       
element from which the rest of the natural   

numbers are built. In this way, two is the sum of 
two units, three is the sum of three units, and so 
on. 
 
Reach Out is a publication of Christ Episcopal 
Church. It is not a magazine made only for 
Church people but is a channel to reach out to 
all communities in building up relationships, 
partnerships, and unity. It is such a pleasure for 
us in this summer edition to unite this          
wonderful group, to share their ideas about the 
concept of unity, and how it can bring growth to 
today’s world.  
 
Reach Out gives special thanks to all the staff 
and authors for their willingness to teach and 
share, and, above all, for uniting with us in this 
project. It is our mission to invite you, Dear 
Reader, to read, learn, and see how you, too, 
can create space for unity in your world.  
 
Have a wonderful summer. We hope you will 
be inspired by the articles in our magazine to 
help create Unity in your local community.    
Individually we are one drop; united, we are an 
ocean. We are looking forward to hearing from 
you! Do not hesitate to send us your thoughts, 
comments, and feelings. 
 

Reach Out Team 
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Unity through Community: 

The Mystery of the Trinity 

Bishop Pierre Whalon   

Let us start with the Trinity. I know, it’s a 
mystery, but it isn’t completely                
incomprehensible—really! John gives it to 
us in shorthand: “God is Love...” (I John 4: 
16). Not that God loves, like you and I 
love, but that the very being of God is love. 
Loving and being loved is what makes us 
persons. To God, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, we are praying to the One, 
otherwise we are just individuals,         
specimens of the species Homo sapiens,   
so-called “rational animals”, but loving and 
being loved makes us persons, each of us 
unique and all of us together.  

Unity grows from community. When we 
pray  “for God is the simplest thing of all,” 
as the song in Leonard Bernstein’s Mass 
reminds us. But that One has perfect unity 
because of the relations of love among the 
Three. “God is love”, yes, and John goes 
on to say, “and those who abide in love 
abide in God, and God abides in them.” 
Community also grows from unity. 

What does it mean to be “in God’s image”? 
The Romanian theologian Dumitru        
suggests: “Each human person is a center 
of a network of ‘rays’ like a star. Thus     
humanity is not a sum of individuals but a 
unique being carried by many persons in 
solidarity.” The word he uses for 
“person” (hypostasis) is the same as the 
Persons of the Trinity: loving and being 
loved, which is the Spirit, is what “makes” 
the One heart of God. 

What does all this flowery language have 
to do with everyday life? First of all, it 
means that we are responsible for one     
another in a deep way because we are all 
connected by our one humanity. What hurts 
us is the lie that this is not true. I find the 

Genesis story endlessly fascinating: The bit 
of business—the first conversation—
transacted among snake, woman and man 
alienates all three from each other, and that 
alienation spreads to God, and between the 
earth and humans, its erstwhile stewards. 
Finally, the first murder happens, between 
two brothers. It is a story about what       
division does to people, what it actually 
means to forego our solidarity with one  
another that is there whether we like it or 
not.  

And there is in us all a tendency to make 
differences among us into divisions that 
seem moral. What sexism, racism, and all 
the other -isms have in common is the lie 
that different from me means morally      
inferior to me. I do not have to invest     
myself in those people, therefore. No   

 

Bishop Pierre Whalon 

Retired Bishop Convocation  

Episcopal Churches in Europe 
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community means no unity, and that 
leads to death. Just ask Abel… 

We are the image of God, the signature 
on the masterpiece of creation. As such, 
we need to be loved and to love, despite 
whatever else we may think. If so, the 
evil we chose to do and evil done to us, 
this poisonous fruit of the divisions we 
seem to enjoy making—why is this evil 
with us?  

Such is the so-called “problem of evil”, 
a.k.a, “theodicy”. What does God who is 
Love do about it? We want for instance 
that God destroy the bad people (who 
are not us or me). Or that the angel with 
the flaming sword come back to make 
clear to all of us that we all must tread 
the straight and narrow. Others conclude 
that God really can’t do anything about 
it, or else has washed the trinitarian 
hands of us. Or even that God allows 
evil in order to bring greater good from 
it. But these answers don’t do much for 
us, do they?  

God’s answer to human evil is to        
become one of us so we can share God’s 
life. It means that Jesus is truly one of 
us, and therefore every human being is 
connected to him in a deep way, the way 
we are in deep solidarity with each other 
together. And this also means that a 
share in God’s life is an offer for all. 
The Community that is God leads to  
unity, and unity leads to community. It’s 
the image of the God who is love, who 
creates because of love and will not, 
cannot leave us comfortless. 

With Jesus comes the Spirit who brings 
him to us with Mary, who anoints him 
as the Chosen One, and who raises him 
from the dead. The same creating Spirit 
who made us in deep community with 
each of us all together connects us to 
Jesus the human being and Jesus Christ 

the Son of God. So we are given not   
only God’s answer to evil but also the 
same power to overcome it. In other 
words, it’s not just up to us but also to 
God, who gifts us this power, usually 
called “grace”. The French philosopher 
Simone Weil said, “Grace fulfils us, but 
it can’t enter unless there is a space to 
receive it, and it makes this space.”  

The problem of evil—the God-man, 
grace, the Trinity—I did say it is      
mystery! One last point about unity 
through community and community 
through unity: what is happening is we 
are invited to share the love of the      
Father, or if you prefer, the Uncreated. 
In Jesus, the Son (the Word) shows us 
what devotion to God looks like. 
Through the Spirit, you and I are invited 
to share this undying life. Which means 
you are precious (Desmond Tutu would 
say, “Precious, precious precious...”). 
You are beloved. Whatever evil has    
befallen you—or what you have done—
nothing can take that away. What to do 
about this is the issue. Live as one with 
God and “neighbor”—community in 
unity—is the invitation. If we accept 
that we are beloved of God Who is 
Love, then that needs to show.          
Otherwise the rest is just words (James 
2:18). 
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There has never been a time in my life 
when I experienced a more divided society. 
While the news media tends to highlight or 
exacerbate the political aspects of our lack 
of cohesiveness, I see the impact expressed 
as clearly in the church as anywhere in our 
culture today. This is discouraging and 
equally disturbing as this current reality  
directly opposes Jesus’ teaching. Jesus 
prayed for his disciples shortly before his 
crucifixion and shared with the Father one 
of his greatest desires for them: 

I pray that they will all be one, just as you 
and I are one—as you are in me, Father, 
and I am in you. And may they be in us so 
that the world will believe you sent me. “I 
have given them the glory you gave me, so 
they may be one as we are one. I am in 
them and you are in me. May they           
experience such perfect unity that the 
world will know that you sent me and that 
you love them as much as you love me. 

John 17: 21-23 (New Living Translation) 

What makes these words even more     
powerful is that Jesus was not teaching or 
exhorting his disciples but pleading with 
God, sharing a deep longing of the heart 
concerning the future of his disciples, and 
the community that they would form – the 
church. The second aspect of this divine 
petition that we should pay attention to is 
what Jesus suggested as the outcome of the 
unity he so intensely anticipated. Jesus   
described a direct connection between the 
reception of the gospel, the good news of 
the restoration of relationship with God, 
and our demonstration of unity. He         
insinuated that the recognition and          
acceptance of that good news is directly 
correlated to our example of unity and is 
verified by the display of love. Jesus       
underscored this proposition in another 

passage in the gospel according to John: 

Dear children, I will be with you only a  
little longer…So now I am giving you a 
new commandment: Love each other. Just 
as I have loved you, you should love each 
other. Your love for one another will prove 
to the world that you are my disciples. 

John 13:33-35 

Not only do we live in such a fractured and 
dissonant time, but we are and have been 
experiencing a mass exodus from the 
church. This is not a problem exclusive to a 
certain denomination but is impacting 
mainline denominations, the Catholic 
church, and churches that identify as  
Evangelical. In the last 20 years, there has 
been such a decline that now less than 50% 
of Americans say they belong to a church, 
synagogue, or mosque. To put this     
downward spiral in perspective, religious 
affiliation was above 70% at the turn of the 
century. When you examine this trend gen-
erationally, you will find that Millennials 

Humility, Hospitality, & Harmony    

Aaron Arnold 

              Aaron Arnold, Executive Director  

                           Waukegan 2 College 
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(born 1981-1996) are even less engaged, 
with only 36% citing church membership. 

Could the reason for this emigration, or 
maybe a better word “evacuation”, from the 
church be related to Jesus’ call for unity and 
the exercise of love? Has the church lost its 
authority because we have forgotten that 
above all else, we are called to love? Is the 
way we treat others, such as immigrants, 
the LGBTQ community, women, or the 
lack of accountability for abuse and scandal 
creating such a bad taste of hypocrisy that 
there is no more faith in the institution of 
the church? 

So what do we do? Is there a path forward 
or steps toward a solution that will not only 
restore the confidence of our society in a 
sacred community but will also steer its   
focus back to being a light of hope and a 
source of help? I have a confession to 
make, in that I am not confident that we are 
willing to do what is necessary for that to 
happen. However, I don’t want to let my 
cynicism derail any sense of hope I might 
have. It’s not just up to me, but it must be a 
collaborative and cohesive effort on the part 
of all religious communities. However, after 
contemplating what we could do, I would 
like to suggest three elements that could 
catalyze such a movement, not just a return 
to the church but a renewal of vows with the 
bride of Christ. 

The first of those elements is humility. We 
cannot and will never restore the church to 
“how it was” because today is different 
from the past. The people are different and 
the issues we confront are not the same. 
Many attempts at revival, reformation, or 
restoration have been rooted in a literal  
theology that focuses on correct knowledge 
or adherence to certain religious activities. 
Rather than unite, they have continued to 
splinter the religious community, creating 
more divisions, sects, and denominations, 
all of which claim that they have a patent 
on the truth. We must move past this        
obsession with certainty and accept the fact 

that we are incapable of knowing the mind 
of God, and that creating a list of           
regulations, rules, and requirements is not 
conducive to unity or demonstrative of love. 
Pride has created our division and the 
downfall of the efficacy of the church, and 
that hubris will sustain that chasm unless it 
is diffused with humility. 

If we are actually able to adopt this position 
of humility, which I believe will be the 
most difficult of the three elements to      
accept and put into action, the next step is 
centered on the practice of hospitality. One 
of the most culturally impactful aspects of 
the Torah for me, the first five books of the 
Old Testament, is that there was a deep   
responsibility to practice hospitality. In her 
book, Making Room, Christine Pohl       
suggested that “hospitality can begin a 
journey toward visibility and respect.” 
Maybe with all the bad press, the church is 
not lacking in visibility, but most definitely 
there is a continued decline in respect.     
Intolerance rather than hospitality seems to 
be the tagline of most churches today. If we 
are to exercise unity and exhibit love,    
welcoming those who don’t look like us, 
think like us or live like us must be the bare 
minimum. I appreciate the churches that 
have signs on their buildings or their    
websites that state, “All Are Welcome”, but 
words aren’t enough. There are so many 
wrongs that need to be righted, and         
reparations that need to be distributed. We 
as a religious institution are obsessed with 
words, but love is an action and can only be 
proven through what we do, not what we 
believe. 

              (continued on page 14) 
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Unity  
Rev. Andrea J. Meyers 

As a Lutheran pastor, I face one central  

question every time I prepare to step into the 

pulpit. How is God calling me to proclaim 

the gospel of Jesus Christ to this             

community, in this time? 

The majority of my ministry has been served 

in so-called “purple” congregations. They 

were more of a dumbbell shape of blue and 

red, with a little purple in the middle. Each 

Sunday’s congregation represented a         

diversity of belief, of life story, and of        

political conviction. Throughout the week, I 

would hear these various points of view     

expressed in small groups of like-minded  

individuals. However, within the sphere of 

congregational life there was a deep           

resistance to dialogue on dividing issues. 

What I came to realize is that my people had 

made a deliberate choice. They avoided    

difficult topics because they cared for each 

other so much. They maintained boundaries 

to avoid the inevitable discomfort that comes 

when unspoken disagreements rise up to the 

surface. Preferring amiability and a sense of 

togetherness, they chose to focus on things 

they had in common and set aside the rest. 

These choices created a fragile sense of    

unity. 

As a preacher and faith leader, I don’t      

consider it my responsibility to “preach    

politics,” and certainly not in a partisan   

manner. My greatest responsibility is for   

listeners to hear a clear message of Christian 

good news that sticks with them and leads 

them into a life transformed by the love of 

God. My hope is that in worship and   

preaching, these listeners will discover fresh 

and thoughtful perspectives that help them 

connect the scriptures to daily life. The      

conundrum, of course, is that “daily life” 

will inevitably involve political matters.   

Daily life requires us to wrestle with the just 

distribution of wealth, the right use of power 

and privilege, caring for the most vulnerable 

among us, and myriad other matters. Because 

we use political solutions to (hopefully) seek 

the common good, I find myself walking a 

fine line to avoid the appearance of           

partisanship. 

Taking a cue from the community, one      

approach would be to avoid the difficult   

topics, so that areas of disagreement can    

remain safely unsaid. The peril of this        

approach is that the preacher might only be 

able to preach the gospel in a shallow or 

oversimplified way, all for the sake of   

maintaining a false sense of unity.        

Thankfully, a wise mentor has taught me to 

do quite the opposite. Instead of dancing 
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carefully around various dangers, I work to 

go much, much deeper than the specific     

topics of the day. I seek to preach “under” 

current events and issues, in order to connect 

the gospel with the human condition that   

afflicts us all. 

For example, the heart of our community   

division is that we pick sides. Because we are 

naturally attracted to people who think and 

believe as we, we declare our allegiance to a 

particular party or group or principle.  This 

behavior is not limited to any one person or 

party. We all do it, so it begs the question of 

why. Why do we pick sides? Perhaps because 

it reinforces our sense that we are right about 

things. Why does that matter so much to us? 

Because we crave certainty with the           

uncertainty of the world. And why is that? 

Because complexity is frightening, hard to 

navigate, and we need a solid place to stand. 

Asking these “why” questions is an exercise 

in empathy, as well as an effective tool for 

getting to the heart of the matter of our lives 

and faith. We all need a solid place to stand 

in our lives, and the world offers an        

abundance of parties, groups, and principles 

offering what appears to be solid ground. 

When we choose to trust one of these created 

things, rather than    putting our trust in God, 

we have fallen into the sin of idolatry. This 

tendency toward idolatry is a fundamental 

human condition, no matter where we might 

stand on the  political or ideological        

spectrum. 

Underneath all of our human divisions we 

find this essential unity. “All have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God” (Rom 3:23 

NRSV). We are united in our need for   

something outside of ourselves to remedy 

what ails us. We stand together at the foot of 

the cross, united in our need for a savior who 

will provide a peace our false idols cannot. 

We stand as one in need of the grace that 

brings true security to our lives by             

reconciling us with God, and with one       

another.  

Once we admit the truth of our human       

limitation and our helplessness to fix all that 

has been broken by our various idolatries, 

then we can turn in faith to the one who sets 

us free, Jesus Christ. In baptism, we enter  

into true unity as members of the body of 

Christ. Here in the body is a God-given     

diversity of gifts, of stories, and experiences, 

joined together into one whole with Jesus as 

the head.  

Here, at the core of our identity as the body 

of Christ, true unity is found, and our true 

purpose is understood. We are called to love 

one another as Jesus has loved us, seeking the 

transformation that comes through             

reconciliation and forgiveness. As we read, 

“Speaking the truth in love, we must grow up 

in every way into Him who is the head, into 

Christ, from whom the whole body, joined 

and knit together by every ligament with 

which it is equipped, as each part is working 

properly, promotes the body’s growth in 

building itself up in love” (Ephesians 4:15-

16, NRSVue). 

Built up in love, united as one body, and 

standing firm in God’s grace, a new door is 

opened as we seek the common good together 

in this community, and this time. 

 The Rev. Andrea J. Myers is the Senior Pastor of St. 

Stephen Lutheran Church  (ELCA) in Urbandale, Iowa 
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Unity With Nature 
By Natalia Ospina 

I believe it is safe to assume that we can 

think of unity as a good thing. I also believe 

that in order to achieve unity there is a need 

to recognize that unity requires                  

responsibility. We are living in a climate   

crisis and depending on where you live, you 

may be experiencing environmental           

injustices in your community or be within 

miles from neighbors experiencing these   

injustices.  

In order for us to be united against the fight 

against climate change, the bearer of         

responsibility looks different depending on 

where one lives. My hope is that those of us 

in positions of privilege can be allies for 

those who are living in communities that 

they love but are unsafe due to toxic coal 

ash, lack of clean air, lack of green spaces. 

Unity to me is action—listening, organizing, 

advocating, educating. Without action unity 

is just a pretty word. I am not alone when I 

say that having access to green spaces in my 

neighborhood that are safe has a tremendous 

impact on my well-being. At Brushwood 

Center, we believe that access to these    

spaces is a right. My own personal struggles 

with a chronic illness connected me to the 

outdoors. In 2014 I became really sick to the 

point where I needed to have antibiotics 

pumped into my heart for months to keep me 

alive. Not for the faint of heart, I was       

consumed in this illness and the things that 

got me through it were my community and 

the outdoors. I found unity in illness with 

strangers who are now dear friends through 

the internet. It was here that I began to think 

of the outdoors as a place that was accessible 

to me, as I saw people who looked like me 

with chronic illnesses hiking mountains. I 

hope that any- body who is 

struggling with what-

ever hardship is able to find this sense of uni-

ty and community in whatever it is. And I 

truly do hope for unity between us and na-

ture and not us vs. nature. Nature has   un-

conditionally held us and it is our turn to 

step up and hold it.  

 

Natalia Ospius 

Natalia Ospina leads Brushwood Center's Health,   
Equity, and Nature Accelerator. Natalia is originally 
from Colombia and grew up in North Carolina. She 
has an extensive background in public health,          
including community health, data evaluation, and 
health education. She is passionate about the           
intersection of public health and outdoor access. She 
enjoys rock climbing, herbalism, and bringing people 
together. 

Natalia Ospina, Director of Health, Equity, 
and Nature Accelerator 
nospina@brushwoodcenter.org  

224.633.2424 ext. 9 

mailto:nospina@brushwoodcenter.org
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Waukegan Friends 
By Tracy Emsun 

 

Established in 2020, Waukegan Friends is 

a local non-profit organization focusing on 

community.  Community for Waukegan 

Friends is about ensuring that all voices 

are represented and heard.  Waukegan 

Friends supports social justice, seeking to 

advocate for fairness, equality, and         

inclusion, with a focus on the LGBTQ+ 

community.   

 

In 2018, Waukegan Friends began to form 

around support for Rainbow Railroad, an 

international organization that provides 

emergency assistance to individuals across 

the globe who are fleeing anti-LGBTQ+ 

persecution and violence. In countries 

around the world, LGBTQ+ people face 

violence and oppression simply because of 

who they love or who they are. Rainbow 

Railroad helps them to safety. Waukegan 

Friends has raised close to $75,000 during 

annual fundraisers to support Rainbow 

Railroad’s brave life-saving work. 

 

Waukegan Friends joined forces with local 

government, social service organizations 

and an enthusiastic community to plan the 

annual Waukegan Pride Drive.  Every year 

since it’s inception, the Pride Drive has 

grown to include more community      

members, fun activities to engage         

participants and a strong message of    

support for the LGBTQ+ community. 

 

Waukegan Friends is also committed to 

supporting local social service                

organizations and has participated in food 

and toy drives.  

  

Waukegan Friends welcomes the            

involvement of community members.      

Anyone interested in learning more about 

their work can go to 

www.waukeganfriends.org.   

http://www.waukeganfriends.org
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Emery King 

By MaryFran Troha           

PARISH  PEOPLE  

How did you become an Episcopalian? 

I was not raised in the Episcopal faith.  I 
was baptized as an infant in the St. Timothy 
Community Church in Gary, Indiana, a non  
-  denominational Church.  My wife Jackie, 
daughter Jordan and I attended Christ 
Church Cranbrook in Bloomfield Hills, 
Michigan, the largest   Episcopal Church in 
the state when we moved a few blocks 
away in 1999. We visited the church       
because it was in our neighborhood. We 
were warmly welcomed and eventually   
became involved as a family. Jackie served 
on the Alter Guild. I was asked to serve on 
the search committee which called our new 
Rector, Gary Hall and I eventually served 
as Junior and Senior Warden. 

 

How did you start out, and trace your    
career? 

I was born in Gary, Indiana. After college 
at  Indiana University, in the 60’s, I worked 
in radio and television at WBBM-TV 
(Channel 2) Chicago as a political reporter 
assigned to city hall to cover Mayor    
Richard J. Daley and Governor Jim 
Thompson in the state legislature in 
Springfield. Next, I went to NBC News in 
Washington D. C. where I worked a     
number of assignments in the Pentagon, the 
U. S. House and Senate and the State     
Department during the final months of the 
administration of President Jimmy Carter. 
While there, I developed an interest in 
longer form reporting and spent the      
summer of 1981 working on an NBC 

White Paper documentary on race           
relations. I was eventually assigned to the 
White House to cover President Ronald 
Reagan. I traveled The world with the  
President and Mrs. Reagan, visiting    
countries in Europe, South America and 
Asia. It was an incredible opportunity to 
inform and educate the public on history 
from a unique vantage point. While I    
traveled, Jackie, herself a former CBS 
News Correspondent, was on the road as 
well working for the Director of the Peace 
Corps and the Special Olympics. We   
wanted to start a family and found that our 
lives and career paths were in conflict with 
our wishes. I left network news to return to 
local news, and we moved to Michigan 
where I was blessed with a 20 year job    

Emery King 
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anchoring and reporting news for the NBC 
station in Detroit. While there, we founded 
Kingberry Productions through which we 
produced a series of local and historical 
documentaries, as well as public and    
commercial television programming. When 
I left television in 2005, we provided    
medical programming for the system’s 
website to educate patients on minimally 
invasive surgeries at the Detroit Medical 
Center, an eight hospital academic medical 
system. In 2018, I formally retired. 

 

How did you land in Lake Forest? 

Jacqueline was raised in Lake Forest. Her 
family history with the town dates back 100 
years. She is the daughter of Jackson and 
JoAnne Casselberry. She, along with her 
late father graduated from Lake Forest 
High School. We were married in Lake 
Bluff in 1976. It was always our desire to 
return to our collective home, the shores of 
Lake Michigan. We met in Chicago and 
lived in the city in the early years of our 
marriage. We will always love Chicago. 
Jackie, a writer, is pursuing her interests in 
that genre. I look forward to frequent visits 
to Symphony Center and piano recitals. 
Our move home has also brought me closer 
to my family in Indiana. 

 

Tell us about your daughter? 

Jordan grew up in Bloomfield Hills,   
Michigan. She is an actor who earned her 
Fine Arts degree in London, England at the 
London Academy of Music and Dramatic 
Arts. (LAMDA) She has recently returned 
to Los Angeles after spending two post-
pandemic years here in Lake Forest. 

 

 

What led you to Christ Church 
Waukegan? 

Christ Church actively serves a diverse 
community in need. That’s the kind of 
church I wanted to attend. After many     
internet visits and prayer, the Holy Spirit 
led me here. My initial impressions have 
exceeded my expectations. I am involved 
with the Men’s Care Group, serve as a  
Lector and am becoming involved with 
Reach Out. 

Spirit of Detroit 

White House 

Chicago Buckingham Fountain 
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The last element I want to suggest is      
harmony. Rather than something we do, it 
is a byproduct of the first two, humility and 
hospitality. I have always loved the concept 
of harmony because it embraces paradox 
and allows for differences. It is more       
nuanced and malleable than what is      
generally understood as unity. A good     
example of that is an orchestra. You have 
dozens of different kinds of instruments, 
playing different notes at varying speeds. 
And what is the result? Beauty expressed in 
sound. There is a reason that when movies 
need to set the scene or elicit emotion, they 
utilize orchestral music. Some of the   
greatest anthems of my lifetime, such as 
those written by John Williams, need no 
words to draw you into an epic story. That 
tangible expression of harmony is powerful 
and transformative. What would the church 
be like if we expressed ourselves in such a 
way? We don’t have to all be the same, 
think the same, or live out our faith the 
same way to be united. Why is it so hard to 
find that harmony? First of all, it’s really 
hard work and takes a lot of time and   
practice. Also, if we are most often around 
people who are just like us, we don’t have 
the opportunity to do the work. That’s 
where humility and hospitality come in and 
help us to open the doors. If we are humble, 
we aren’t as concerned about “getting it 
right.” I find that even with faith           
communities that want to be welcoming, 
they are sometimes overly concerned about 
making mistakes or offending. Let me share 
a secret with you. You will make mistakes; 
feelings will be hurt, and you will have to 
ask for forgiveness. That’s just part of the 
process of creating harmony. So when we 
can get past our egos and pride, and invite 
others in with the sole intention of loving 
them, we take the first steps toward        
harmony.  

 

My challenge for you as you finish reading 
this is to start with some reflection and   
self-examination. Join me as I strive to see 
unity and experience love in the church. 
There is still hope, and we can be agents of 
change, to not only experience this desired 
reality ourselves, but also share it with a 
society that desperately needs it.   

 

 Humility, Hospitality & Harmony   (con’t from page 7) 
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Church Reach Out Questionnaire 

The Reach Out Team is interested in your feedback on our magazine.  Below is a series of 

questions which we hope you will take the time to answer.  It should only take about 5 

minutes to complete the questionnaire and send an email with the answers to                    

Gregory.thompson46@gmail.com.  Thank you in advance.   

 

Circle any answers that apply in each question. Feel free to add your own further observations 

at the end or in an additional post. 

 
1.  You are a: 
     a. active church member 
     b. former member or Church associate 
     c. community member, writer, organization representative 

 
2.  REACH OUT selects a theme that ties spirituality to the real world. The themes articles 
have been: 
     a. Relevant 
     b. Of some relevance 
     c. Interesting when related directly to Christ Church 

 
3.  The issues try to be visually interesting in terms of color, layout, use of graphics and     
photos. Your response is: 
     a. The balance is good between visuals and writing 
     b. Use more visuals 
     c. Focus more on writing 
     d. Visuals overused 

 
4.  We usually plan for three major articles and two regular columns. The writers are asked to 
provide from 500 to 1000 words. 
     a. The articles are the right length and enough to read 
     b. There should be fewer articles 
     c. The articles should be shorter. 
     d. There should be more regular columns regarding the church 
     e. The issue should have more articles 
     f. The issue articles should be longer 

 
5.  We request outside writers for many articles. Have you found these articles to be: 
     a. Interesting and timely and well-written 
     b. Generally interesting and written acceptably 
     c. Not appealing in content or writing style 
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