RYERSON ALMANAC

WARM SUMMER SUN
Warm summer sun,
Shine kindly here,

End of Summer Delights

Warm southern wind,
By Laurel Ross

A late summer stroll through Ryerson’s natural areas
offers distinctive pleasures of the season to the observant
naturalist. Here are some ideas for what to look for as
you enjoy a walk at Ryerson during this brief precious
period of long, warm days. A hand lens, camera, journal
or sketchbook will help you to capture your memories
and help focus your attention on fascinating details.

Blow softly here.
Green sod above,
Lie light, lie light.
Good night, dear heart,
Good night, good night.
Mark Twain

BIRD NESTING:
Nesting season is the perfect time to learn bird songs as the
males claim their territories by repeating their song over and
over again. We can also observe bird behavior and sometimes
even locate nests by quietly watching them travel back and
forth to provide food to the nestlings. If we are very lucky
we might catch a glimpse of the scruffy-looking young ones
once they leave the nest.

Fogelson’s solo exhibition at Brushwood, running through
September 4, features selections from two of the artist’s recent
major projects, plus a new outdoor installation created
specifically for Brushwood.

Broken Cabinet, an installation in Brushwood’s library, builds on
the long quirky tradition of “Cabinets of Curiosities” originating in
the 16th century. This version of Broken Cabinet displays a variety
of natural objects such as feathers, skulls, claws, moths, and coral,
representing species imperiled by human activities. These are
juxtaposed with splendid candy-colored, multiple exposure images
of the objects, some with the glass jarringly broken. There is also
a selection of books on natural history and art. Fogelson adroitly
shows our human passion to collect, document, and study nature
while also calling attention to the roles humans play in the current
extinction crisis.

POLLINATORS:
Spend some time studying a flower up close,
and you will likely notice that it is not alone
for long. Bumblebees, butterflies and
hummingbirds are among the many
constant visitors to the blossoms
that lure them with nectar and
pollen. These important and
beautiful guests provide
the necessary
assistance for
flowers to move
their pollen from
plant to plant.

A completely new outdoor installation, continuing the theme of
Creative Destruction, is the third component of the exhibition.
The sculpture takes the form of a pyramid approx. 7’ at the peak
with the four sides made from aluminum panels that are affixed
to a wood base, displaying printed enlargements of altered and
decomposing nature images.
Fogelson notes that the ancient pyramid form is a pure expression
of cosmic harmony in geometry and math. He attaches his
photographic images to the faces of the pyramid with wheat-paste,
which has the benefit of protecting the surface while also allowing
it to change over time. The pyramid faces will receive different
amounts of UV sunlight and weather conditions will also vary.
Together with changing conditions in the landscape around the
sculpture, these forces will reshape the images as the piece
evolves in concert with its surroundings over time.
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Douglas Fogelson challenges our sensibilities. His gorgeous
photographic images draw us in and delight us, while at the
same time they awaken a visceral understanding that profound
change is underway on our planet that is causing nature’s
decline and extinction.

The main exhibit spaces at Brushwood will hold a selection of
pieces from the evocatively titled Creative Destruction, Fogelson’s
large ongoing photographic series which was recently exhibited at
Manhattan’s Sasha Wolf Gallery. They are stunningly beautiful, but
somehow disquieting. He explains “The tension in the chemically
altered photographs is caused by ‘erosion’ (or melting, bleaching,
dissolving) of the representational image into abstraction via
the agency of the chemicals.” The resulting manipulated natural
landscapes, lovely though they are, conjure loss and degradation
reflecting the impacts of climate change on our environment.

FLOWERS AND SEEDS:
Summer is the season of reproduction. The flowering of
Ryerson’s many plant species produce extravagant colors,
scents and forms that indulge our senses. Perhaps less
dramatic, but equally remarkable to the curious naturalist,
are the diverse shapes and colors of the seeds and fruits
that follow as the flowers fade. These provide food for
birds and wildlife and are the embryos that will grow
into the next generation of plants.
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Doug Fogelson’s changing
photographs comment on
our changing climate

Fall 2016

These three projects reinforce each other in theme, without being
repetitious or preachy. Visitors to the Doug Fogelson exhibit
can delight in nature’s beauty, while being invited to seriously
contemplate the effect of human activity on the rest of the
natural world.
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Doug Fogelson studied photography at The School of the
Art Institute of Chicago and Columbia College Chicago. His
photographic manipulations are included in notable public
and private collections such as The J. Paul Getty Center,
The Museum of Contemporary Photography, and The
Cleveland Clinic. He is represented in galleries in New York,
Los Angeles and Chicago.
Doug Fogelson: On Climate has been curated by
Franck Mercurio and Doug Fogelson.

THROUGH SEPTEMBER 4

camera is a tool to
“ Ahelp
people to see
without a camera.”
Dorothea Lange
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