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Smith Nature
SYMPOSIUM

THE

NATURE 
Fix

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE SUPPORT OF 
ABBOTT, PRINCIPAL  SPONSOR OF THE SMITH NATURE 

SYMPOSIUM FOR OVER 25 YEARS.

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS

Carol Freeman
Endangered Beauty:
Illinois’ Endangered Species

THANK YOU TO OUR FEATURED ARTIST

Located among pristine woodlands in the Ryerson historic home in Riverwoods, Il., 
Brushwood Center at Ryerson Woods promotes the importance of nature for nurturing 

personal and community wellbeing, cultivating creativity, and inspiring learning. In doing so, 
we honor the legacy of those who came before us on this land and champion a region where 

people will care about and for nature.



KEYNOTE ADDRESS

The Nature Fix
Why Nature Makes Us Happier, Healthier, and More Creative
Presented by Florence Williams

Florence Williams presents insights from her new book, The 
Nature Fix, about the science behind why access to nature 
and green space is essential for human health. Partly 
drawing from assignments for National Geographic and 
Outside magazines, she explores how different countries are 
medicalizing nature and why everyone from schoolchildren 
to veterans of war to city dwellers can benefit. 

Her stories underscore the vital role of Brushwood Center 
at Ryerson Wood’s new mission to promote the importance 
of nature for nurturing personal and community wellbeing, 
cultivating creativity, and inspiring learning. 

2017 Award Winner
Deborah Lahey
President and Chief Executive Officer
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum

Art Norman, NBC 5 Chicago

Brushwood Center at Ryerson Woods is thrilled to recognize 
Deborah Lahey for her extensive work as President and CEO of 
the Chicago Academy of Sciences and its Peggy Notebaert Nature 
Museum, as well as her involvement and dedication serving on 
numerous boards and committees. Since 2010, Deb’s leadership 
has reshaped the Nature Museum, setting attendance records and 
introducing art exhibitions. Notably, Deb’s passion for deepening 
environmental education for children has provided more hours of 
hands-on science learning for students than any other museum 
in Chicago.
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Smith Nature Symposium

Eleanor Ranney-Mendoza, Board Chair
Catherine Game, Interim Executive Director
Gail Sturm, Board Secretary

Special Guest Emcee
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